THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

certain phases in the history of various countries
when this was the state of affairs, when a country-
side of prosperous communities with a healthy
family life and a wide distribution of property,
animated by roads and towns and unified by a
generally intelligible religious belief, lived in a
transitory but satisfactory harmony under a sym-
pathetic government. I take it that this is the
condition to which the minds of such original and
vigorous reactionary thinkers as Mr. G. K. Chester-
ton and Mr. Hilaire Belloc for example turn, as
being the most desirable state of mankind.

But the general effect of history is to present
these phases as phases of exceptional good luck,
and to show the surplus forces of humanity as on
the whole antagonistic to any such equilibrium with
the Normal Social Life. To open the book of his-
tory haphazard Ls, most commonly, to open it at
a page where the surplus forces appear to be in
more or less destructive conflict with the Normal
Soeinl Life. One opens at the depopulation of
Italy by the aggressive great estates of the Roman
Empire, at the impoverishment of the French
peasantry by a too centralised monarchy before
the revolution, or at the huge degenerative growth
of the great industrial towns of western Europe in
the nineteenth century. Or again one opens Ml,
destructive wars. One sees these surplus fortvs
over and above the Normal Social Life working
towards unstable eoncent:rui,ioti,s of population, to
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